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The Main Questions 

Revisit the origin of critical thinking as foundation of academic freedom  

 

Inherent in the idea of  Academic Freedom and the right to critical 
thinking is  the common Good 

where/what are the boundaries of such  rights?  Is it local or universal? 

Why are these rights violated across the world on the daily basis?  

Why has, thus far, the UNESCO document 1997  has failed its mission?  

What are the ingredients for possible roadmap to revive  the UNESCO 
document as a manifesto for  universal  right to critical thinking and 
academic freedom?  

 

 



Structure of the  talk  
 

 
My arrest and my long  interrogations  on fabricated charges of creating a velvet revolution 
  
My reflection on the history of  academic freedom 
 
Why  was there so little discussion of academic freedom in the Middle East 
 
 What  did happen to the UNESCO and 1997 document 
 
What are the possible  ways to revive the existing UNESCO document to achieve its original goal 
 
What Role can SAR Play in the process 
 
 
 



 other fundamental questions 

 

 Is critical thinking part of every  

one’s human rights or is it 

embedded in academic 

freedom? 

 How is it different from 

Freedom of expression? 

 How is it different from Basic 

tenants of human rights? 

  



The Trip That Took Me to Evin 

 



State Power Structure in Iran 

• The elected body: president,  the 
parliament, and the government 
Machinery 

 

• None elected body: Supreme leader, 
The Guardian Council Revolutionary 
Guard and military, judiciary, Police, 
Radio and TV, 



The Trilogy of My Crime Against the State 



Academic Freedom as an Unwanted  Western 
Import 

 

• Human Rights of citizens 

• Freedom of expression 

• Academic freedom  

• Turkish and Egyptian treatment 
of Academic 

 



My Research Projects in Evin Prison 

• The wall of anthropology of 
interrogation 

 

• The wall of academic freedom 
and  critical thinking  

 



What Did I Know About  Academic Freedom 

• Academic freedom is a common good 

• Academic freedom is a collective right and 
responsibility.  

• Who is included in collective? 

• What are the boundaries  of the collectivity? 

• What  about the role of public intellectual? 

• The UNESCO document (1997)as blue print 
for transnational academic right . 

 



Components of Academic Freedom 

AF is common good trusted with Academics 

It is a collective rights  and responsibility with 
four  components 

The right to do research, teach and publish in 
one areas of expertise 

Students rights  

To participate in the running of the institution 
they are part of 

To act as public intellectual 

 



 
Socrates (Farsi/Arabic Soqrat) 

 470/469 – 399 BC/CE 



Giordano Bruno  
1548 – 1600 

Thomas More 
1478 – 1535 



Galileo Galilei 
1564– 1642 

Olympe de Gouges 
1748 – 1793   



Avicenna (or Ibn-Sīnā) 
980 – 1037 

Shahāb ad-Dīn Suhrawardī  
1154-1191 



May Ziade 
1886-1941 

 
A Lebanese intellectual, 

an essayist, novelist, 
teacher, and translator. 



Tahar Haddad 1899-
1935  

 
A Tunisian author, 

scholar, lawyer and 
teacher. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Tahar_Haddad.jpg


Nazira-Zin al-Din 
1908-1976 



Mahmoud Mohammed Taha 
1909-1985 

• A Sudanese religious thinker, 
leader, and trained engineer. 



Saad Eddin Ibrahim 
born 1938 

Nasr Hamid Abu 
Zayd 1943 –2010 



History of Old And New world Regions’ Learning Centers 
 

The University of al-Qarawiyyin,  

Fez, Morocco.856 

Alazhar university in Cairo  

972 



How to Create and Protect the Right to Critical 
Thinking 

Insure  the broad support of the public 
• Inform ourselves and our students of the importance of critical thinking and 

academic freedom 

• Remind the public of contribution of scholars to our societal life 

“Nobel Peace Laureate Albert Schweitzer (1975, 51) observed that: 'Example is 
not the main thing influencing others. It is the only thing”.  

Take our role as public intellectual more serious and find ways and 
means  of communicating  despite the media’s control by neoliberals  

 Transnational rights needs transnational commitment: find ways of 
effective promotion of critical thinking and academic freedom 

 

 



The roadmap to transnational right to critical thinking 

Transnational v. international 
Successful models: Women’s rights are human rights 
Elimination of violence against women 

Steps to take:  
• Biographies of local/regional scholars that suffered for their 

critical approaches and their contribution to word civilization 
and art 

• History of old and new regional learning centers 
• Dominant ideology and teaching pedagogy 
• The various way that national and international legal system 

can uphold the right to critical thinking 
 
 
 


