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“The lesson of  the Irish Rising and its suppression 

is that our small nation, Ireland, has a right also to 

its place in the sun. We look to the United States 

particularly to help us in this matter. The question 

of  Ireland is not, as suggested by England, ‘A 

domestic matter’. It is an international one, just as 

the case of  Belgium, Serbia and other small 

nationalities is. We want our case to come up at the 

Peace Conference, if  not before – to the 

international tribunal for settlement.” 



 

 

 

 

“The United States Government has declared that it 

is entering this war for the democratization of  

Europe. We do not want democracy to stop short of  

the Irish sea, but to begin there. If  Great Britain is in 

good faith in this matter, she can begin now,  by 

freeing our small nation, and this can be done 

without the shedding of  a single drop of  American 

blood, and the whole world would applaud the 

deed.  We look, therefore, to America to see that 

her allies live up to their professions and that the 

end of  the war will see all small nations of  Europe 

free.” 
 

. 



“At the end of  the war we hope to see a ‘United 

Europe’ on the model of  your own United States, 

where each state is free and independent, yet all 

are part of  a great federation. We want Ireland to 

belong to this united Europe, and not to be a 

vassal of  Great Britain, a province of  the British 

Empire, governed without consent. Unless the 

United States is as whole-heartedly in favour of  

the freedom of  Ireland as she is of  the 

emancipation of  Belgium, she cannot be true to 

her own principles.”  



Alice Park – American Suffragist  



Meeting President Wilson 

“I was the first Irish exile and the 

first Sinn Feiner to enter the White 

House and the first to wear there 

the badge of  the Irish Republic, 

which I took care to pin in my coat 

before I went.”  



Tom Mooney Mass Meeting 



Madison Square Garden May 1918 

I say, if  the continuance of  the 

British Empire depends upon the 

life of  a single Irish conscript, then 

I say, let the British Empire be 

wiped out…I for one will lose no 

sleep at any time over the 

extinction of  the British empire 

(wild applause).  


