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Chair: dr Mary n. Harris, National University of Ireland Galway

North: dr Robert lynch, University of Glasgow

South: dr John Borgonovo, University College Cork

East:

dr emmet o’connor, Ulster University

West: dr conor Mcnamara, University of Minnesota, Ireland Progam
11.40

Break / tea & coffee

12.00

KEYNOTE SPEAKER

13.00

lunch

14.00

Panel – labour, gender and Society

dr Róisín Healy, National University of Ireland Galway
‘The most diﬃcult problem in Europe: Ireland in European Context’

Chair: Professor Eunan O’Halpin, Trinity College Dublin

Dr Margaret Ward, Queen’s University Belfast
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Dr Mary McAuliffe, University College Dublin
‘Militancy and masquerade; Women militants and performing
masculinity, 1916-1921’
16.00

closing Remarks

CONFERENCE SPEAKERS
eunan o’Halpin MRia is
Professor of Contemporary Irish
History and Director of the
Centre for Contemporary Irish
History, Trinity College Dublin.
Amongst his works are The
Decline of the Union: British
government in Ireland, 18911920 (Dublin, 1987), Defending
Ireland: the Irish state and its enemies since 1922
(Oxford, 1999), (ed.) MI5 and Ireland, 1939-1945: the
official history (Dublin, 2003) and Spying on Ireland:
British intelligence and Irish neutrality during the
Second World War (Oxford, 2008). He is a member of
the Irish government Expert Advisory Group on
Commemorations.
dr Mary n. Harris studied
history and languages in
University College Cork and
researched her doctoral
dissertation in Cambridge
University, published as The
Catholic Church and the
Foundation of the Northern Irish
State (1993). She taught on an
Irish Studies programme at the
University of North London from 1992-6 before
coming to NUI Galway, where she is now senior
lecturer. Her research and teaching interests lie in
early twentieth-century Irish political, cultural and
religious history, and the Northern Ireland conflict.
Her current research project examined the political
and cultural activism of Eoin MacNeill. Her recent
publications are ‘Patrick Pearse, the Irish Review and
the Rebirth of Ireland’ in Niall Ó Ciosáin and John
Cunningham (eds) Culture and Society in Ireland since
1750: Essays in honour of Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh (2015)
and ‘Smaointeoireacht an Phiarsaigh ar an
náisiúnachas agus ar an bpolaitíocht anuas go dtí 1913’
in in Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh (ed.) An Piarsach: Briathar,
Beart agus Oidhreacht (2016). She co-edited Ireland
1916-2016: The Promise and Challenge of National
Sovereignty (2017) with Thomas A. Boylan and
Nicholas Canny. She was co-ordinator of NUI Galway’s
commemorative programme in 2016 and is a member
of the Irish government’s Expert Advisory Group on
Commemoration. Dr Harris was an undergraduate at
University College Cork, where she also completed an

MA in Old Irish. She holds a Ph.D. from the University
of Cambridge for a thesis subsequently published
as The Catholic Church and the Foundation of the
Northern Irish State (1993). Before coming to Galway
in 1996 she ran an Irish Studies programme at the
University of North London.
dr Robert lynch has worked,
taught and researched at various
universities across Britain and
Ireland including Stirling, Oxford,
Trinity College Dublin, Warwick
and Queen’s University Belfast.
His research interests are in the
History of Ulster in the twentieth
century with particular focus on
partition and the establishment
of Northern Ireland. He has published numerous
articles on these subjects in scholarly journals and
contributed to edited volumes including the recent
anthology The Irish Revolution (Cork, 2017). His books
include a study of Irish Republicanism in Ulster, The
Northern IRA and the early years of partition, 1920-22
(Dublin, 2006) and The Partition of Ireland, 1912-1925
(Cambridge, 2019), released earlier this year. He
currently lives and teaches in Glasgow, Scotland.
dr John Borgonovo is a Lecturer
in the School of History at
University College
Cork. His scholarship focuses
on various aspects of Ireland’s
revolutionary and First World
War experiences. He is perhaps
best known for his extensive
work on Cork, which includes
five books and numerous journal
articles and book chapters. In 2017, he was associate
editor of the Atlas of the Irish Revolution, a best-seller
which won numerous awards.
dr emmet o’connor studied at
University College, Galway and
St John’s College, Cambridge.
Since 1985 he has lectured in the
School of History in the
University of Ulster. Between
1983 and 2001, he co-edited
Saothar, and is an honorary

president of the Irish Labour History Society. He has
published widely on labour history, including Reds and
the Green: Ireland, Russia, and the Communist
Internationals, 1919-43 (UCD Press, 2004); Big Jim
Larkin: Hero or Wrecker? (UCD Press, 2015), and Derry
Labour in the Age of Agitation, 1889-1923 (Four Courts
Press, 2016). At present he is working on a study of
the Irish in the International Brigades.
dr conor Mcnamara has written
extensively about the history of
the Irish revolution. He has won
several awards, including the
National Library of Ireland,
History Research Award (2011)
and the NUI Galway, 1916
Historian in Residence (2015). He
is the author and editor of five
studies on modern Ireland. His most recent book,
Liam Mellows, Soldier of the Irish Republic, Selected
Writings 1914-22 has just been published by Irish
Academic Press. He currently teaches at the University
of Minnesota, Ireland Program.
dr Róisín Healy is a Senior
Lecturer in History at NUI
Galway. She holds a PhD in
German History from
Georgetown University and is
the author of The Jesuit Specter
in Imperial Germany (2003). Her
current research focuses on
transnational and comparative
perspectives on modern Ireland. In 2017 she published
the monograph, Poland in the Irish Nationalist
Imagination, 1772-1922: Anticolonialism within Europe,
and she is currently writing a comparative history of
Ireland and Prussian Poland from the 1840s to World
War I. She is the editor or co-editor of The Shadow of
Colonialism on Europe’s Modern Past (2014), Small
Nations and Colonial Peripheries in World War I
(2016), 1916 in Global Context: An Anti-Imperial
Moment (2018) and Mobility in the Russian, Central
and East European Past (2019).
dr Margaret Ward is Honorary
Senior Lecturer in History at
Queen’s University, Belfast. She
has a Ph.D. from the University
of the West of England and an
Honorary Doctor of Laws from
the University of Ulster, for her
contribution to advancing
women’s equality. Amongst her

many publications are Unmanageable Revolutionaries:
women and Irish Nationalism (1983), a biography of
Maud Gonne and edited works (with Louise Ryan),
Irish Women and the Vote: Becoming Citizens and Irish
Women and Nationalism, Irish Academic Press. She
has edited Hanna Sheehy Skeffington: suffragette and
Sinn Feiner, her memoirs and political writings, UCD
Press, 2017 and her biography Fearless Woman: Hanna
Sheehy Skeffington, Feminism and the Irish Revolution
is forthcoming September 2019, UCD Press.
dr Marnie Hay is a Lecturer in
History at Dublin City University.
She is the author of Na Fianna
Éireann and the Irish Revolution,
1909-23: Scouting for rebels
(2019) and Bulmer Hobson and
the nationalist movement in
twentieth-century Ireland
(2009), both of which were
published by Manchester
University Press.
dr theresa Moriarty researches
& publishes local national and
biographical studies of Irish
women workers and trade
unionism. She tutors a trade
union school on women's health
& history with Unison's public
service workers. She is an
Honorary President of the Irish
Labour History Society.
dr Mary Mcauliffe is an
Assistant Professor in Gender
Studies at UCD and holds a PhD
from the School of History and
Humanities, Trinity College
Dublin. Her latest publications
are We were there; 77 women of
the Easter Rising (co-written
with Liz Gillis), and Kerry 1916;
Histories and Legacies of the
Easter Rising on which she was a co-editor. Her latest
research includes a forthcoming biography of
Margaret Skinnider (UCD Press, Irish Life and Times
series, late 2019), and a major research project on
gendered and sexual violence during the Irish
revolutionary period, 1919-1923, to be published in
late 2020/early 2021. She is also writing on Kilkenny
and the Revolution for the Four Courts Press ‘The Irish
Revolution, 1912–23’ County Series.

dr anthony Soares was recently appointed as Acting Director of the Centre for Cross Border
Studies, having previously led the Centre’s Research & Policy team as Deputy Director. In
light of the Centre’s mission to promote, advocate and provide capacity for cross-border
cooperation, his role includes the development and advocacy of policies at regional, national
and European levels that support sustainable cross-border and transnational cooperation.
Since 2016 this has meant coordination of CCBS’s responses to several consultations and
inquiries related to the UK’s withdrawal from the European Union. Before joining the Centre,
he was an academic at the Queen’s University of Belfast where as well as lecturing in the
School of Modern Languages, he was also the founding Director of the Postcolonial Research
Forum.

BACKGROUND TO THE CONFERENCE
This conference is organised by Universities Ireland,
the network of university Presidents and ViceChancellors from Ireland and Northern Ireland,
founded in 2003. Universities Ireland runs NorthSouth scholarship schemes (including one for PhD
students working in the 1912-1923 period); links Irish
universities with their counterparts in Britain and
Africa; supports persecuted scholars from countries
where freedom of expression and inquiry is under
threat; and undertakes a number of other initiatives
to bring Irish and Northern Irish universities closer
together. It is managed by the Centre for Cross Border
Studies.

The Universities Ireland Historians Group was started
in 2011. This conference is the eighth in a series of
annual conferences that will continue until 2023, and
is part of a multi-annual programme of activities led by
the Universities Ireland Historians Group to reflect on
the 1912-1923 period in Irish history. The aim is that this
will be a scholarly and sustained initiative, and thus a
unique contribution to reflection on a decade of
history-changing events by the island’s intellectual
leaders, the 10 universities (and, in particular, their
Departments of History). The programme includes
research scholarships for young historians; lobbying
British and Irish museums and archives to enhance
access to key historical materials from the period;
collaborative history teaching initiatives, and joint
conferences and seminars.
Following on from last year’s ‘Votes for the people:
1918, Ireland’s first democratic election? This year’s

conference explores the states of flux that
characterised the year 1919. It was a year of
possibilities; a year of new beginnings; and, for some,
a year of dashed hopes. In Paris, the newly established
Irish republican government failed to secure a
sympathetic ear or a seat at the table in forging the
postwar international order.

Back in Ireland, the country lurched into a new war.
1919 was the year of sporadic attacks on the RIC and
later British soldiers in pursuit of arms for the IRA. In
Limerick and Belfast, strike action produced brief but
innovative forms of government with the former’s
Strike Committee entering the annals of history as the
‘Limerick Soviet’. In Ulster, sectarian tensions were
never far from the surface. Demobilised veterans posed
an issue both in terms of employment and the threat
these trained men posed to their political opponents.

1919 was a year of possibilities also, a section of
Irishwomen had voted for the first time in 1918 and
Constance Markievicz had secured a position in the Dáil
cabinet. She was the second woman in the world to
have done so after Soviet Commissar Alexandra
Kollontai.

The popular image of the War of Independence is
largely a product of conditions that prevailed in 1920
and 1921. In many ways, 1919 was a very different phase
in Irish history. Taking regional and labour, gender and
society perspectives, the conference examines this
pivot point in Irish history with the aim of deepening
and widening our understanding of the post-war
realities of Ireland, north and south.

